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The Uncomfortable Call Series 

The Call of Moses 

 

Day 6: When Pressure Produces Power 

Because sometimes God lets the pressure build so that His power can’t 

be mistaken for ours. 
 

Key Scripture: Exodus 7:1–5 (NLT) 

“Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Pay close attention to this. I will make you 

seem like God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron will be your prophet. 

Tell Aaron everything I command you, and Aaron must command Pharaoh 

to let the people of Israel leave his country. But I will make Pharaoh’s heart 

stubborn so I can multiply My miraculous signs and wonders in the land of 

Egypt. Even then Pharaoh will refuse to listen to you. So, I will bring down 

My fist on Egypt. Then I will rescue My forces - My people, the Israelites  - 

with great acts of judgment. When I raise My hand against Egypt and bring 

out the Israelites, the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord.’” 
 

Context: When Obedience Breaks Before It Builds 

The wilderness silence is finally broken. God speaks again - not to soothe, 

but to strengthen. The same voice that once called Moses from a burning 

bush now speaks from the weight of obedience. Pharaoh has defied, the 

people have despaired, and Moses has questioned. Everything looks like 

failure. Yet God begins His next sentence with power: “Pay close attention 

to this.” (Exodus 7:1). Heaven is about to act - but not how Moses 

expected. 
 

Obedience has already cost him. The courage to confront Pharaoh turned 

into the burden of being misunderstood. His obedience brought backlash, 

not breakthrough. The people he tried to deliver accused him of making 

their lives worse. His faith felt misplaced, his leadership unwanted, his 

effort unrewarded. For forty years he lived hidden; for the next few 

chapters he’ll learn what it means to live exposed. God called him into 

purpose, but purpose feels like pressure. 
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God tells him that Pharaoh’s heart will harden. Not might, but will. The very 

situation Moses prayed would soften will now become even harder. It 

sounds cruel, but it’s calculated. God is setting the stage for power that 

can’t be mistaken for human effort. Moses wanted resolution; God wanted 

revelation. The pressure will rise until even Egypt has to confess that the 

Lord is God. 
 

This is the paradox of calling: obedience often intensifies before it 

releases. God doesn’t rescue you from pressure - He redeems you 

through it. Because sometimes God lets the pressure build so that His 

power can’t be mistaken for ours. Moses’s pressure is multi-layered. It’s 

political — standing before a tyrant who refuses to yield. It’s relational - 

leading a people who resent his leadership. It’s emotional - carrying the 

guilt of their suffering and the silence of God. Every front is closing in. The 

air around him feels thick with expectation but thin with evidence. 
 

Pressure exposes what words hide. It strips away the performance of faith 

and reveals what you actually believe. For Moses, pressure uncovered two 

truths: he doubted himself more than he realised, and he needed God 

more than he admitted. That’s what pressure does - it dismantles illusions 

of control until dependence becomes your only option. God tells him, “I 

will make you seem like God to Pharaoh.” It’s not about elevation; it’s about 

endurance. Moses will stand in authority only because he has learned to 

stand in brokenness. Before you can speak for God, you have to be 

emptied of the need to prove yourself. Before you can carry power, you 

have to survive pressure. 
 

This same divine pattern repeats in every believer’s life. Pressure has 

many modern names - redundancy, rejection, illness, loneliness, delayed 

answers, financial strain, public expectation, private failure. We call it 

stress; heaven calls it shaping. God doesn’t crush us to destroy us; He 

applies weight to build capacity. Pressure is proof that God trusts you with 

weight. He never stretches what He intends to discard. 
 

In workplaces, it shows up when you choose integrity over popularity and 

it costs you promotion. In relationships, it shows up when forgiveness feels 

unfair but you choose it anyway. In ministry, it shows up when obedience 

draws criticism instead of applause. Pressure visits wherever faith chooses 
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to stay. For most of us, the hardest part isn’t the task - it’s the timing. We 

want God to move quickly, but He allows the tension to mature. If Moses 

had been freed from pressure too soon, he would have mistaken relief for 

redemption. Many believers do the same - we pray away the very weight 

designed to build our spiritual muscle. Pressure doesn’t mean you’re off 

course; it means you’re in training. 
 

Moses’s pressure also reveals something about God’s leadership style: He 

doesn’t shield His servants from conflict; He shapes them through it. The 

burning bush gave Moses confidence, but the confrontation with Pharaoh 

gave him credibility. Authority is never granted in private encounters alone 

- it’s tested in public resistance. Imagine Moses standing again in 

Pharaoh’s court. The air is thick with incense and arrogance. Egypt’s gods 

are carved into every wall, yet Moses stands representing an invisible God 

he barely understands. Behind him are slaves who question him; before 

him is a ruler who mocks him. Somewhere in between stands a man 

learning that power isn’t about volume but endurance. 
 

Pharaoh’s heart grows harder each time Moses speaks. It’s one thing to 

hear, “no” once, but it’s another to hear it repeatedly while pretending not 

to crumble. Repeated rejection has a sound - it wears down courage until 

obedience feels pointless. But God tells Moses to keep speaking anyway. 

There’s a rhythm to this kind of faith: speak, resist, repeat. It’s not 

glamorous; it’s grinding. Yet this is how pressure produces power. 

Pressure will make you question your language, your leadership, even 

your identity. You start wondering, Maybe I heard wrong. Maybe I’m not 

the one. But God’s response to Moses - and to us - is consistent: Keep 

going. I’m still here. Heaven doesn’t apologise for pressure; it repurposes 

it. 
 

There’s something holy about the seasons that stretch you. They teach 

you the difference between gifting and grace, talent and trust, inspiration, 

and endurance. Anyone can lead when doors open, only the faithful lead 

when walls close. Pressure is God’s classroom for spiritual maturity. In our 

world, we’re taught to avoid pressure - to escape discomfort as quickly as 

possible. But divine development doesn’t happen in comfort zones. It 

happens in the middle of contradiction - when your obedience doesn’t 
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produce reward, and your faith doesn’t erase fear, but you choose to stand 

anyway. For Moses, each confrontation with Pharaoh felt like failure, yet it 

was building credibility for what was coming. God was not only delivering 

Israel; He was defining His messenger. Every “no” from Pharaoh became 

another reminder that results belong to God, not man. 
 

If you feel crushed under the weight of obedience, remember this: 

pressure is a language heaven speaks fluently. It’s how God says, “I’m 

expanding you.” The oil never flows without the press. The anointing you 

admire in others was shaped under pressure you didn’t see. God doesn’t 

harden hearts to hurt you - He hardens them to highlight Himself. Every 

hardened Pharaoh is an opportunity for God to display authority that 

outlasts human arrogance. The same hand that raised the sea will also 

raise you through the strain. 
 

Pressure doesn’t mean abandonment. It means God trusts you enough to 

let you carry weight without explanation. When you can stay steady under 

strain, you carry something stronger than charisma - you carry substance. 

So, if life feels like it’s closing in, don’t interpret pressure as punishment. 

It’s not the end of your calling; it’s evidence of your capacity. God allows 

the tension because He knows what’s being formed in you cannot be 

formed in comfort. Because sometimes, before God demonstrates power 

through you, He must first develop endurance within you. 

 

Focus of the Day: When Pressure Exposes What You Rely On 

Pressure is the great revealer. It doesn’t change who you are, it exposes 

what you trust. For Moses, pressure revealed both panic and potential. 

Every time Pharaoh refused, Moses faced the choice between faith and 

frustration. Would he interpret resistance as failure, or would he trust that 

God was working through the resistance itself? Pressure forces believers 

into the most uncomfortable question: “Do I still believe God is good when 

obedience doesn’t feel worth it?” 
 

We all meet that moment - when prayer feels pointless, obedience feels 

costly, and results feel delayed. But pressure has a purpose. It collapses 

every false god - comfort, control, approval - until only trust remains. It 

strips faith down to dependence. 
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In the lives of modern believers, this can look like being faithful at work 

and still overlooked. Staying pure in a culture that rewards compromise. 

Choosing generosity when resources are low. Standing for truth when it 

costs reputation. Pressure tests purity - it proves who you are when no 

one applauds your obedience. The danger is that pressure also tempts us 

to escape it. Like Pharaoh’s bargains, compromise often sounds logical 

under stress: “Maybe I’ll tone it down… maybe I’ll ease off obedience a 

little.” But partial trust can’t produce full freedom. When you learn to stay 

under pressure without losing your posture, that’s when power begins to 

flow. 
 

Why We Struggle When God Lets the Pressure Rise 
 

• Because we confuse stretching with breaking - not realising God is 

enlarging what we thought was ending. 
 

• Because we crave clarity more than closeness, wanting answers 

instead of God’s presence. 
 

• Because pressure exposes motives we’d rather keep hidden. 
 

• Because we mistake survival mode for spiritual maturity; we confuse 

coping with growing. 
 

• Because we fear that the weight we’re under will outlast the strength 

we have. 
 

Detailed Scripture Breakdown: Exodus 7:1–5 (NLT) 
 

• In verse 1, God redefines the relationship between Moses and 

Pharaoh: “I will make you seem like God to Pharaoh.” This isn’t 

about ego - it’s about authority. God is transferring heavenly weight 

to a hesitant man. The same Moses who once stammered, “I can’t 

speak,” is now empowered to stand before earthly authority 

(Pharaoh), as the visible representative of divine authority, (Yahweh). 

Pressure doesn’t just shape endurance; it establishes authority. 
 

• In verse 2, God instructs Moses to speak everything He 

commands. This verse reminds us that obedience isn’t guessing; 

it’s repeating what God already said. The power is not in your words, 
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but in your alignment. Moses isn’t told to argue, persuade, or 

convince - only to repeat what he’s heard. Faith doesn’t create new 

truth; it echoes what God has already spoken. 
 

• In verse 3, God says He will harden Pharaoh’s heart. This verse 

reveals one of the most misunderstood aspects of God’s sovereignty. 

But it’s important to note, that He isn’t controlling Pharaoh’s choices 

- He’s simply amplifying what’s already there. God sometimes allows 

hardness to reveal depth - the stubbornness of human pride, the 

limits of human control. Pharaoh’s resistance becomes the enabler 

for divine revelation. 
 

• In verse 4, the tension heightens: “Even then Pharaoh will refuse 

to listen to you.” God tells Moses in advance that he will not be 

believed. That’s both mercy and mystery. It’s mercy because 

disappointment doesn’t take him by surprise; it’s mystery because 

success is being redefined. The outcome is already written - not that 

Pharaoh will obey, but that God will be glorified. 
 

• In verse 5, God declares His purpose: “When I raise My hand 

against Egypt... the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord.” 

Every act of resistance becomes a revelation. The pressure that 

made Moses question himself becomes the proof of who God is. 

Deliverance was never just about Israel’s freedom - it was about 

Egypt’s awakening. God doesn’t waste opposition; He repurposes it 

for revelation. 
 

What Can We Learn for Our Calling Today? 
 

• Pressure doesn’t prove failure; it exposes formation. 

• God sometimes delays relief to develop depth. 

• The weight you feel now is preparing capacity for what’s coming 

next. 

• Power isn’t found in performance - it’s released through 

dependence. 

• The pressure you survive becomes the platform you stand on. 
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Key Themes 
 

• Pressure reveals dependence. 

• Resistance precedes revelation. 

• Obedience under tension produces authority. 

• God builds trust under strain. 

• The harder the pressure, the clearer His power. 
 

Practical Application 
  

• Step 1: Redefine the Pressure. Ask, “What is this pressure 

revealing about what I trust?” Don’t pray it away too quickly; pray 

through it. 
 

• Step 2: Stay in Position. Pressure makes us want to move. Stand 

where God placed you until He says otherwise. 
 

• Step 3: Repeat What God Said. When the weight feels heavy, go 

back to the last thing He told you. Power flows through alignment, 

not innovation. 
 

• Step 4: Watch Out for Glory, Not Relief. The point of the pressure 

is not your comfort; it’s His revelation. 
 

• Step 5: Let Pressure Produce Prayer. Every groan is an altar. Every 

sigh can become surrender to God’s will. Don’t waste the tension; let 

it turn you toward Him. 
 

Declarations 
 

• The pressure I feel is proof that God is preparing me. 

• I will not mistake delay for denial. 

• God is shaping capacity through what feels like constriction. 

• I am being refined, not rejected. 

• His power is being revealed through my perseverance. 
 

Prayer 

Father, Thank You for the kind of pressure that doesn’t destroy me but 

develops me. When life feels like it’s closing in, remind me that You are 

enlarging me on the inside. 
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When obedience feels heavy, teach me that You are building strength 

beneath the strain. When I want relief, help me want revelation instead. 
 

Your Word declares in Exodus 7:3, that you will multiply  miraculous signs 

and wonders.” Let that promise come alive in my life - not as performance, 

but as Your divine presence. 
 

Make me steady when the pressure rises. When I can’t see results, let me 

still recognise Your hand. Turn frustration into fuel, resistance into 

revelation, and waiting into worship. 
 

Shape me into someone who is able to carry weight without wavering. And 

may the pressure I endure today become the power that reveals Your glory 

tomorrow. Thank You, that You hear me when I pray. In Jesus’ Name, 

Amen. 
 

Final Reflection 
 

Pressure doesn’t just expose weakness - it awakens strength. Every 

believer will face seasons where obedience feels like suffocation, but it’s 

in those moments that the Spirit enlarges capacity. The same hand that 

hardened Pharaoh’s heart was the hand preparing Moses’s. The 

opposition wasn’t the obstacle - it was the opportunity. 
 

So, if today life feels tight, don’t panic. Pressure is proof that God is forming 

something in you that can’t be built in comfort. Stay where you are. Trust 

what He said. Because when pressure produces power, you’ll realise that 

what almost broke you was actually what birthed you. 
 

In our next day’s study, we’ll step into the moment where power turns 

public  - when obedience and faith collide in the first acts of divine 

judgment, and the world begins to see what happens when God’s word 

refuses to back down. Blessings as you meditate, hear what the Lord is 

saying, and act in obedience. 


