
1 
 

There’s Oil In Your House Series 
 

Day 3: Pride Blocks Miracles 
Because sometimes what looks like strength could really what’s stopping your 
breakthrough. 
 
Key Scripture: 2 Kings 4:3 (NIV) 
“Go around and ask all your neighbours for empty jars. Don’t ask for just a few.” 

 
Context: The Instruction That Humbled Her 
After acknowledging the oil in her house, the woman receives her next instruction: 
“Go and ask your neighbours for empty jars.” It’s one thing to discover you still have 
something, it’s another thing to go knocking on doors to admit you don’t have 
enough. This wasn’t just practical -  it was deeply humbling. 
 

In her culture, shame was tied to lack. Publicly collecting jars would expose her 
situation. She would have to risk looking foolish, risk questions, risk judgement -  
all the while already grieving and vulnerable. But this is where the miracle begins to 
expand: obedience through humility.  
 

And it’s the same for us. God will often give instructions that confront our pride. 
Because pride protects image. But humility makes room for overflow. 

 

Focus of the Day: The Power of Humble Obedience 
Some miracles don’t require a fight - they require a lowering. It’s not always spiritual 
warfare keeping the blessing back, sometimes it’s ego. We don’t want to be seen 
needing help. We don’t want to admit we’re empty. We don’t want to follow 
instructions that make us look weak.  
 

But here’s the truth: Pride closes doors. Humility collects jars. Humility is not 
weakness - it’s spiritual authority surrendered to God. It says, “I know who I am, so 
I don’t need to pretend I’m full when I’m not.”  The more jars the woman was willing 
to ask for, the more room she made for God to move. The instruction may have 
made her feel small - but it created space for something limitless. If you want God 
to pour, you have to be willing to knock - not just once - but until every neighbour 
has heard your knock. The size of her faith wasn’t in her words, it was in how many 
jars she was bold enough to collect. 

 



2 
 

Why we struggle with this 
• We want miracles without exposure 

 

• We fear looking weak or needy 
 

• We confuse independence with spiritual maturity 
 

• We treat obedience like a suggestion 
 

• We’d rather stay in control than risk humility 
 
Verse Breakdown: 2 Timothy 4:3 (NIV)  

• “Go around and ask all your neighbours…” This was more than a practical 
task -  it was a spiritual act of vulnerability, motion, and trust. The miracle 
required her to leave the house, to initiate conversations, and to admit her 
lack in front of others. Every knock on a door was a step of obedience that 
said, “I believe something is coming.” Obedience isn’t always about doing 
something dramatic, sometimes it’s about doing something humbling. God 
often calls us to move while we still feel empty because movement creates 
expectation. You cannot stay still and step into overflow at the same time. 
This was about more than jars. It was about surrendering her pride to walk in 
faith. 

 

• “Don’t ask for just a few.” This wasn’t a casual favour - it was a prophetic 
test of capacity and faith. The number of jars she collected would directly 
determine the size of her miracle. In other words, her expectation created 
the container for God’s supply. To ask for “just a few” would have meant she 
was thinking small. Playing it safe. Bracing for disappointment. But the 
prophet’s instruction told her: “Gather like you believe God is going to pour 
without limits.”  This verse confronts our tendency to limit God based on past 
pain or present lack. Faith is revealed in how big you build the space - not in 
how loud you pray. If you want big oil, you need big jars. 

 

Key Themes 
• Humility is spiritual authority surrendered. 

 

• Pride protects your image, but delays your increase. 
 

• Obedience opens doors pride will always keep shut. 
 

• Overflow comes through uncomfortable instructions. 
 

• God fills the space you create - not the one you protect. 
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Practical Application 
• Step 1: Ask God to expose hidden pride. Where have you hesitated to obey 

because it might make you look weak, small, or uncertain? 
 

• Step 2: Obey the awkward instruction. Write down one thing you’ve been 
avoiding - a step that requires humility. Now take it. Call. Confess. Ask. Move. 
 

• Step 3: Make room boldly. Just like the widow gathered jars, take visible 
steps that show you’re expecting God to fill what you’ve made room for. 

 

Prayer 
Father, I don’t want pride to block what You want to pour. Teach me the power of 
humble obedience. Break the fear of how I’m perceived. Help me to obey even 
when it’s uncomfortable. I choose to gather boldly, ask freely, and make room for 
the overflow. Help me remember that humility isn’t weakness - it’s authority 
surrendered. And when I move in obedience, I make room for You. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 
 

    Declaration 
 

• I choose humility over image. 
 

• I will obey what God tells me - even if it feels uncomfortable. 
 

• I am making room for overflow. 
 

• My obedience will open what pride cannot. 
 

• God can trust me with the miracle because I’m not afraid to knock. 
 

     Final Takeaway:  The miracle is waiting, but so is the instruction. Don’t let pride 
keep you looking full when you know you’re running on empty. Ask for jars. Obey the 
instruction. Humility makes room - and God fills it. Don’t allow pride to block your 
miracles. 


