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Settled Series 
 

Day 7: Now That You Know — What Will You Do? 
You’ve heard the Word. The next move is yours. 
 

Key Scripture: James 1:22 (NLT) 
“But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are 
only fooling yourselves.” 
 

Context: The Hearing Is Over. It’s Time to Move 
We’ve reached the end of this series, but not the end of the challenge. By now, the 
Word has spoken. Not softly. Not vaguely. But directly. We’ve been confronted, 
convicted, and reminded. We’ve said we trust the Word - that it’s eternal. 
Unchanging. Enough. We’ve seen what happens when we dilute it, delay it, or use 
it as decoration instead of direction. And now, the question is simple: Will we do 
what it says? 
 

James doesn't leave us space to sit comfortably in knowledge. He makes it painfully 
clear - if we hear but don’t do, we’re not deep thinkers. We’re deceived. The danger 
isn’t that we haven’t heard the truth. It’s that we have - and we’re still failing to apply 
it. 
 

Why this matters now 
Because too many of us are educated beyond our level of obedience. We know 
more than we live. We memorise more than we act on. We say “amen” to what we’re 
not willing to apply. And while we’re waiting for revival, the Word is waiting for 
response. Not emotion. Not admiration. But action. We don’t need more content. 
We need more conviction. The question is no longer “Do we know the Word?” It’s 
“Are we living like it’s the final Word on everything?” 
 
Why we struggle with this 
 

• We want transformation without transaction. We want change without 
surrender. Growth without obedience. 

 

• We delay decisions we already know are right. And call it “waiting on God” 
when God’s already waiting on us. 

 

• We fear what obedience will cost. But never consider what disobedience is 
already costing us. 
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• We’ve normalised inspiration over execution. But the enemy doesn’t care 

how inspired we feel - only how inactive we stay. 
 

Verse Breakdown: Matthew 4:5–7 (NLT)  
• “Don’t just listen to God’s word…” Information isn’t the goal. 

Transformation is. 
 

• “You must do what it says…” Not feel it. Not process it. Do it. 
 

• “Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.” Disobedience doesn’t just 
delay growth, it creates deception. We’ll think we’re solid when we’re 
slipping. 

 

Research That Backs This Up 
• Obedience-based discipleship yields measurable growth. Studies show 

that Christians who consistently apply one clear teaching of Jesus (e.g. 
generosity, confession, forgiveness) show exponential spiritual growth 
compared to those who only consume teaching (Lifeway Discipleship 
Pathway). 

 

• Delayed obedience leads to spiritual disengagement. Research confirms 
that the longer we delay acting on conviction, the more likely we are to 
normalise disobedience and silence conviction (Barna Group, Bible 
Engagement). 

 

• Doing the Word reduces anxiety and increases confidence. Application-
based Bible reading (not just devotional reading) produces stronger 
psychological resilience and moral clarity (Harvard Human Flourishing 
Project, 2020).  

 

Key Themes 
• Hearing the Word is dangerous if we don’t obey it. 
• The more we delay, the more we deceive ourselves. 
• Faith isn’t proven by what we know - but by what we do when it’s hard. 
• The Word is settled. The only unsettled thing now is our response. 

• Knowing the truth is no longer the problem. Our next move is. 
 
 

https://discipleshippathwayassessment.lifeway.com/blog/
https://discipleshippathwayassessment.lifeway.com/blog/
https://www.barna.com/research/state-of-the-bible-2019/
https://www.barna.com/research/state-of-the-bible-2019/
https://hfh.fas.harvard.edu/religious-communities?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://hfh.fas.harvard.edu/religious-communities?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Practical Application 

• List what you’ve been convicted to do - but haven’t done. Start. Today. 
Don’t wait for perfect timing. Obedience isn’t seasonal. 

 

• Ask this out loud: “What am I doing with the truth I already know?” 
 

• Pick one bold act of obedience. Confess. Forgive. Speak up. Let go. Move 
forward. Take the risk. Whatever the Word says — do it. 

 

• Speak this declaration: “I won’t just know the Word -  I will follow it. I won’t 
just admire the truth -  I will obey it. No more delay. The Word is settled -  and 
so is my decision.” 

 
Prayer 
Father, I’ve heard You. I’ve seen Your truth. I’ve felt the fire and the weight and the 
call. Now I choose to respond. No more excuses. No more delay. Let obedience 
mark my life - not just inspiration. Let faith look like movement. Let love look like 
action. And let Your Word do what it was always meant to do. Change everything in 
me, as I completely yield myself to your Word. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
     Final Takeaway:  The Word doesn’t need another reading. It needs a 
response. You’ve heard it. You know it. Now it’s time to do it. Because if God said it  
- it’s not just truth. It’s settled. 
 
 


