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The Uncomfortable Call Series 

The Call of Deborah 

 

Day 1: When Identity Rises Before Influence 

Because God often calls the overlooked to lead in overlooked places. 
 

Key Scripture: Judges 4: 4–5 (NLT) 

“Deborah, the wife of Lappidoth, was a prophet who was judging Israel at 

that time. She would sit under the Palm of Deborah between Ramah and 

Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites would go to her for 

judgment.” 
 

Context: When God Raises a Voice in a Silent Culture  

Before you see Deborah standing in authority, you must see the silence 

she was called into. Israel is not simply oppressed; it is spiritually numb. 

Fear has become familiar. Leadership has collapsed. Courage is gone. 

And the people have adapted to survival instead of calling. 
 

For twenty long years they lived under the tyrannical pressure of King 

Jabin of Hazor. His commander, Sisera, wasn’t just a soldier - he was a 

symbol of domination. Armed with nine hundred iron chariots, he 

controlled the highways, seized the harvest fields, and dictated movement, 

morale, and mindset. Israel didn’t just lose freedom they lost the sound of 

their own voice. They are not just oppressed, they have become  spiritually 

suffocated. Everything feels lopsided. Everything feels unfair. Everything 

feels stuck. Israel is alive, but not living. Moving, but not progressing. 

Crying out, but not changing. Fear has shaped the landscape. Silence has 

shaped the culture. Oppression has shaped their imagination. The people 

don’t just lack warriors - they lack will.  
 

In Judges chapter 5 - Deborah’s later song – it  tells us that during this 

time, “the roads were abandoned and people chose winding paths.” This 

wasn’t poetic exaggeration - it was the reality of her early years: a nation 

where people avoided danger by avoiding destiny, a land where fear 

dictated routes, choices, dreams, and direction. Before Deborah arises, 

Israel is paralysed. Villages are empty. Confidence is crushed. Leaders are 
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hiding. And the only thing louder than Sisera’s oppression is Israel’s 

internal surrender.  
 

Into that heaviness, God does something unexpected. He raises a woman. 

Not from an army, not from a palace, not from a priestly lineage - but from 

a place of listening. Deborah emerges not with a sword in her hand, but 

with stillness in her spirit. While the nation trembles, she sits. While others 

avoid the main roads, people walk the long route just to reach her tree. 

While the land is filled with noise, her life becomes a sanctuary for clarity. 

Her calling begins in quiet defiance - the defiance of choosing stillness 

while everyone else chooses fear. The defiance of listening when others 

have stopped expecting God to speak. The defiance of staying rooted 

when others scatter.  
 

Deborah’s palm tree becomes a prophetic interruption to a paralyzed 

culture. This is how God often begins His greatest moves: not with 

spectacle, but with a single listening life. Not with noise, but with 

discernment. Not with a warrior, but with a woman who refuses to stop 

listening for God. Her authority is not political. Her influence is not 

inherited. Her leadership is not manufactured. It grows from a posture - a 

willingness to sit under a tree when the nation is shaking. Deborah 

becomes a voice long before she becomes a leader. Because identity 

always rises before influence. 
 

This early chapter of her life collides directly with ours. Our modern culture 

is noisy but numb. We are drowning in input but starving for direction. 

Social media is loud, opinions are constant, but genuine direction is rare. 

People crave purpose but ignore presence. We drown in content but 

starve for clarity. And in today/s generation, God raises Deborahs – women 

and men, who may not look like traditional leaders, may not fit cultural 

expectations, may not carry titles or platforms, yet carry something far 

more powerful: the ability to hear God when everyone else is listening to 

themselves. 
 

Deborah teaches us that calling doesn’t begin with influence or status - it 

begins with identity. God shapes who you are before He reveals what you 

will do. He establishes you before He releases you. 
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Her story is painfully relevant because many believers feel this same 

tension: Called, but hidden. Discerning, but unnoticed. Prepared, but not 

yet positioned. Carrying clarity in a world that rewards noise. And yet, this 

is where God forms His leaders. Not in crowds, but in quiet places. Not 

through public approval, but through listening. Not through being seen, 

but through being sent. 
 

Deborah becomes God’s answer to a leadership vacuum. A reminder that 

when culture loses its way, God raises someone who knows His voice. 

When a nation loses courage, God raises someone who has learned how 

to sit still long enough for Him to speak. This is why Deborah’s rise disrupts 

our assumptions: She doesn’t wait for visibility to validate her. She doesn’t 

wait for titles to authorise her. She doesn’t wait for people to affirm her. 

She leads because she listens - and she listens because she belongs to 

God. Her strength is not assertiveness; it is alignment. Her confidence is 

not personality; it is proximity. Her influence is not ambition; it is anointing. 
 

Deborah rises not because the nation chooses her, but because God does. 

And because she said yes in the quiet place, God trusted her with the 

crying nation. This is where her call begins. Not with war. Not with victory. 

Not with a song. But under a tree- in a forgotten moment, in a forgotten 

season, in a nation that had forgotten itself. Because God often calls the 

overlooked to lead in overlooked places. 
 

Focus of the Day: When God Calls You Before Anyone Else 

Believes You 

Deborah’s calling didn’t begin when Israel recognised her - it began when 

God did. This is one of the most uncomfortable truths about calling: God 

will often call you before people affirm you. And this is where fear rises. 

This is where insecurity grows loud. This is where comparison starts 

speaking. 
 

We fight hidden seasons because they feel too small to matter. But God 

uses hidden places to prove whether we want status or intimacy. Deborah 

didn’t wait for validation. She didn’t wait for applause. She didn’t wait for 

people to catch up. She obeyed the voice of God before she had the 

recognition of man. 
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Why We Struggle to Respond When God Calls  
 

• Because God often speaks into low places while we wait for high 

ones. We expect God to speak when life feels big or impressive, but 

He often speaks when life feels small, hidden, or quiet - and that feels 

uncomfortable. 
 

• Because we fear being dismissed when God calls us first. We 

worry that if we step out too soon, people will think we’re unqualified, 

overconfident, or imagining things, so we hold back to avoid 

judgement. 
 

• Because we confuse visibility with value. We assume something 

only matters if people notice it, when God often does His most 

important work in places no one can see. 
 

• Because quiet seasons feel unimportant compared to what we 

dream of doing. We want to move quickly into purpose, so the still, 

slow, unseen times feel like delays instead of development. 
 

• Because identity feels fragile when culture tells us we need 

titles to lead. We’re told that influence comes from status, position, 

or platform, so when God calls us without those things, we question 

our worth. 

 

Detailed Scripture Breakdown: Judges 4:4–5 (NLT) 
 

 

• In verse 4, Deborah is introduced with layered identity: wife, 

prophet, judge. God doesn’t reduce her - He expands her. Her 

calling isn’t one-dimensional; it is multifaceted. God shapes leaders 

through every part of their lives, not just the parts people see. 
 

• In verse 5, her posture is revealed: she “sat under the Palm of 

Deborah.” This is not passive; it is prophetic. The palm tree is her 

place of clarity, courage, and calling. Israel comes to her - not 

because she advertised herself, but because she carried something 

others needed. Deborah is not in motion; she is in position. 
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What Can We Learn for Our Calling Today? 
 

• God develops identity before influence. 

• Hidden seasons are God’s training ground. 

• Obedience in stillness leads to authority in crisis. 

• Influence follows presence, not personality. 

• Those you’re called to will find you when you stay where God placed 

you. 
 

Key Themes 
 

• Leadership begins in listening. Because you can’t guide others if you 

can’t hear God first. 
 

• Influence flows from identity. Who you are in God, shapes what you 

can carry for God. 
 

• Wisdom is spiritual warfare. Clarity in chaos is one of the enemy’s 

greatest threats. 
 

• Calling requires courage before visibility. You must be brave enough 

to obey before anyone notices. 
 

• God uses the grounded to guide the shaken. Stability in Him makes 

you a refuge for those who are falling apart. 
 

Practical Application 
  

• Step 1: Identify Your Palm Tree. Where has God planted you in this 

season? Honour it. Don’t rush past it. 
 

• Step 2: Practise Stillness. Let God speak before you move. 
 

• Step 3: Release Comparison. Your calling is not validated by 

people - it’s initiated by God. 
 

• Step 4: Steward Obscurity. What you cultivate in private will sustain 

you in public. 
 

• Step 5: Listen Before You Lead. Ask God daily: “What are You 

saying that others are missing?” 
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Declarations 
 

• I am called before I am recognised. 

• My identity is rooted in God, not in people. 

• I will not despise my hidden seasons. 

• God shapes me in silence so I can lead in strength. 

• I respond to my call with clarity, courage, and conviction. 
 

Prayer  

Father, Thank You for calling me in the quiet, long before anyone 

else could see what You were shaping in me. Anchor me in identity, 

not affirmation. Teach me to hear You before I seek to lead others, 

and remind me that stillness is never wasted when it leads me back 

to Your presence. 
 

Help me embrace every hidden place as holy ground - the slow 

seasons, the silent seasons, the stretching seasons where You are 

forming something deeper than I understand. 
 

Strip away the noise that distracts me and the pressure to prove 

myself. Shape my heart to value Your voice above every other, and 

make obedience my first response, not my last resort. 
 

And when You speak, give me the courage to obey - even when it 

feels early, even when it feels costly, and even when I stand alone. 

Let my life rise in the same clarity, courage, and conviction that 

marked Deborah’s, rooted in Your presence, and guided by Your 

wisdom. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 

Final Reflection 
 

Deborah’s journey begins with identity, not influence. She reminds us that 

God shapes leaders in the still places long before He trusts them with 

public ones. Before Israel followed her, she followed Him - quietly, 

consistently, and without needing anyone to notice. Her life teaches us that 

the roots of calling grow deeper than the reach of influence, and that God 

invests most in the parts of us no one else sees. 
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The palm tree came before the battlefield; intimacy came before impact. 

Because calling is not about being seen - it’s about being sent. And when 

identity is anchored in God, influence becomes a natural overflow of 

obedience, not a pursuit of visibility. 
 

In our next study, we’ll step into the moment God’s clarity confronts human 

hesitation - when Deborah summons Barak, and obedience meets 

insecurity head-on. Blessings as you meditate, hear what the Lord is 

saying, and act in obedience. 

 


