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Settled Series 
 

Day 4: The Word Isn’t Waiting for Our Vote 
God doesn’t need our agreement. He’s already spoken. 
 

Key Scripture: Jeremiah 23:29 (NLT) 
“Does not my word burn like fire?” says the Lord. “Is it not like a mighty hammer 
that smashes a rock to pieces?” 
 

Context: God's Word Doesn’t Answer to Us 
Let’s be honest: most of us don’t like being told what to do. We want to give input, 
shape outcomes, and weigh up options. So, when we read Scripture that cuts 
across how we think, how we live, or what we value, we instinctively push back. We 
question its relevance. We treat it like a discussion.  
 

But the Word of God was never written for our approval. It doesn’t flex with our 
politics or feelings. It doesn’t take polls or run public consultations. Jeremiah 23:29 
reminds us of what the Word actually is: Fire - that burns off what can’t stay. A 
hammer - that breaks whatever refuses to bow.  We don’t vote on fire. We don’t 
edit a hammer. We either let it change us - or we try to resist it, and end up broken 
anyway. 
 

What if, as men and women of God, we stopped second-guessing Scripture and 
started exercising it with conviction? What if we spoke God’s Word over sickness, 
injustice, and fear – not as a ritual, but with the confidence of those who know who 
backs it? What if we believed what the Word says about our identity and stopped 
chasing validation from broken places? What if we carried biblical authority into 
classrooms, boardrooms, hospitals, and homes – not just pulpits – and expected 
kingdom alignment to follow? We don’t need more feelings, moments, or miracles. 
We need to act on what’s already been said. We’re not lacking power – we’re just 
not using the weapon we were given. And when we finally do? Fire and hammer 
won’t just change us – they’ll change everything around us. 
 

Why this matters now 
We live in a world that treats truth like a suggestion. We’re told it’s personal. 
Flexible. Culturally shaped. And if we don’t like it, we can redefine it. But the Word 
of God doesn’t evolve to suit us - it reveals what needs to change in us. It’s not 
waiting for us to agree. It’s waiting for us to submit. We don’t honour Scripture by 
quoting it. We honour it by letting it cut, correct, and commission. 
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Why we struggle with this 
• We’ve been raised in a democracy, so we treat God’s truth like policy. If 

enough people disagree with it, we assume it must be wrong. 
 

• We mistake God’s patience for His permission. Just because He hasn’t 
acted doesn’t mean He approves of our disobedience. 

 

• We want the Word to support our story - not rewrite it. But if it never 
challenges us, it will never change us. 

 

• We think silence is safe. But not responding to truth is still a decision, and 
it will still costs us something. 
 

Verse Breakdown: Jeremiah 23:29 (NLT)  
• “Does not my word burn like fire?” Fire isn’t polite. It purifies. It consumes. 

It forces a response. 
 

• “Is it not like a mighty hammer that smashes a rock to pieces?” The Word 
doesn’t tap gently. It hits hard - not to harm us, but to break whatever in us is 
resisting God. 

 

Research That Backs This Up 
• The moral authority of Scripture has outlived kingdoms, ideologies, and 

reformations. Its call to justice, holiness, and mercy has remained clear 
while entire empires have come and gone. 

 

• When biblical truth is removed, confusion replaces clarity. In cultures 
where Scripture is dismissed, we see rising moral relativism, identity crises, 
and emotional instability (Barna Group, Harvard Human Flourishing 
Project). 

 

• When Scripture is taken seriously - even under pressure - transformation 
follows. In persecuted nations where Bibles are banned, underground 
churches flourish with depth, courage, and unity. The Word is never edited 
there - it’s believed. 
 

• The Word still holds the wisdom we copy without naming. Modern justice 
movements, therapy language, and self-help culture often echo Scripture - 
using God’s words without acknowledging their source.  Example: "Speak 
your truth." This phrase is everywhere -  in self-help books, therapy sessions, 
influencer captions, and empowerment speeches. But its roots trace back 
to Scripture: “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  -  
John 8:32 (NLT). The biblical idea is that truth isn’t just something we feel, 

https://www.barna.com/research/state-of-the-bible-2018-seven-top-findings/
https://www.barna.com/research/state-of-the-bible-2018-seven-top-findings/
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it’s something we know, and when we know it, it frees us from lies, fear, 
shame, and deception. But in culture, "speak your truth" has become about 
personal reality over objective truth - a reframing of what Jesus originally 
said. So, what happens? We use the liberating language of Scripture, but we 
cut it loose from God’s authority. We take the fruit and ignore the root. 

 

Key Themes 
• Scripture doesn’t need our input – it demands our response. 
• If the Word never offends us, we’re probably not reading it honestly. 
• Fire doesn’t ask permission – it purifies. 
• The hammer of God’s Word isn’t for punishment – it’s for breaking pride. 
• When we believe and exercise God’s Word, nothing stays the same – not us, 

not the atmosphere around us. 
 

Practical Application 

• List the parts of Scripture we avoid. What makes us squirm? What do we 
explain away? What do we delay? 

 

• Submit one area where we’ve been resisting truth. Not later - today. Trust 
that the fire and the hammer are God’s mercy, not His punishment. 

 

• Say this out loud every morning this week: “I don’t edit the Word. I obey it. 
Whether it’s hard, confronting, or unpopular - it stands.” 

 

• Activate your faith. Choose one promise or command from Scripture and 
walk it out like it’s absolutely true – speak it, act on it, and watch for what 
shifts. 

 

Prayer 
Father, Your Word isn’t passive - t’s power. I’ve been quoting verses and calling it 
faith, but now I choose to believe and obey. No more edits. No more delay. No more 
softening what You meant to break. Set fire to everything in me that resists You. 
Smash every lie I’ve believed instead of Your truth.  I don’t just want to read the 
Word - I want to carry it, live it, and release it. In Jesus’ name - Amen. 
 
     Final Takeaway:  If we believed the Word we say we love - we’d live differently. 
And if we lived like it’s true, the world wouldn’t stay the same. God’s Word is not 
asking for our agreement. It’s waiting for us to move. It’s fire. It’s a hammer. And it’s 
more than enough. 


